LIFE AND IVCWAS OF \'AZHAKLNs\'AM VASl'DEVA\' NAMBLDIRI

would make men visualise the various life situations of Lord Krishna.
He would take his listeners to Dwaraka, Mathura, Vrindavana
etc. and unveil the scenes of Krishna's sweet plays and rhythmic
movements with the enchanting flute. K.P. Narayana Pisharoti
says that seventy years ago when he was a boy he was fortunate
to attend his satsanga at Guruvayur. He remembers having shed
tears ofecstacy created by Vazhakunnam's touching narration.4
Some would be led to self oblivion, some to tears, some to
prostration and many to chanting the holy names of Krishna.

To the question as to how he could retain the Koottampala
houseful at Trichur, Vazhakunnam replied, "Just as the little Krishna
managed to contain the whole world in his tender mouth."5 The
great devotional poet and a contemporary Bhagavata expounder
Ottur Unni Nambudiripad has remarked,'T have not so far wit-
nessed any assemblage keeping so alert and closely attentive as
in the case where Vazhakunnam was the exponent. Instead of
falling down to the states of dream or sleep they would fly up into
the supreme fourth state tureeya/'6
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